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Jn Account of the Revival ef Religion at Lyme Fo? 
Par:/h inConneéticut, about 120 AMi'es South We? of 
Botton, os aLetter from tbe Rev Mr Georae Gri wold 
Pailor of the Church ibere, to the Ree Nir. P 

Rev. Sir, Lywe Eaf Parih April 3 1744. 

Cceording to your Defire I thall endeavour to give you 

a fhort but true and tuft Account of the weader/ui 

Werk of Goo's Grace in thir Parih 5 which ev otits 

of betwixt 60 and 70 Fami'iet, leaving out the Charchmwn 
and Bapti/is. 

Weas well as the ref? of the Country were vrow very 
carclefs and ft pid wu Marters of Religion: butcittle of 
Life and Power f Godlinels was to be obterved am r we ; 
yea as to fundry, the Form was wanting And | had Realion 
to fear Family and fecret Prayer was new'edted by too ma 


Many were very flack in atten ne the preaching of the W } 
on Sabbath and off Dimes : The Comm 1 was tl ‘ 
the W o> Id ander : F ] } | V ar cs Dp mcurcy 5; ; 
open ons and Vices that fome run tv there was Dul itt 


of 7O urte to 


eer fers Tovey 6 
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the C inttyv, and People b ranto talkef R thon ¢ 
beft Things ; but it did mot feem to be with o fee 

Bs and | d it k Ow f any ereat Coocern auut 

ot their Souls, but in three Perfons who longed to thas!” 
¢that Time, which I hope were converted in the /etter bond 


of the Year i740 of the Peerenteg of the Year 17 41,0 
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This Winter the Rev. Mr. Gilbert Tennent went to the 
Eaftward ; and on bis return, he preached two excellent 
Sermons in this Place April 1. 1741. and the People of this 
Parifh came generally together, and many from other 
Places. Thefe Sermons were blefs’d to a great (if not a 
general) Awakening among my People ; and two or three 
were deeply wounded :--- fo that they plainly difcover’d it in 
their Looks and Behaviour ; and the Concern fpread and in- 
creafed, and was vifible in the Face of the Congregation on 
the Lord’s Days and other Times of publick Worfhip ; and 
fome were diftreffed that they were fo ftupid as not to be 
concerned. ‘The Concern fpread and increafed apace, and 
Perfons were folicitous what they fhould do to be faved: and 
Evening religious Meetings were {et up. 

The 14thof April in the Evening, the Rev. Mr. Par/ons 
Minifter of the frff Parifh in this Town preached at one of 
the Evening Meetings at a private Houfe in this Place. The 
Word fell with great Power on fundry, who were deeply 
wounded under a Senfe of Sim and divine Wrath. Some had 
Fits, fome fainted ; and it was obfervable, that Gop made 
ufe of the Concern in fome to create a Concern in others : 
and fome that did not appear much concerned when the pub- 
lick Exercife was ended ; yet feeing others diftrefled, fell 
into deep Diftrefs under a Conviction of Sim and the Senfe of 
divine Wrath due to them. Some Hours were fpent in 
praying with and counfelling the diftrefled ; and cautioning 
them that they did not grow carelefs as to the State of their 
Souls, and to watch againft the Temptations of the Devil ; 
and to feek earneftly to Gop to convince, humble and con- 
vert them. After this, Cryimgs out at the preaching of the 
Word were frequent. 

Thefe Things being the firft that had been fo remarkable 


in any Town or Parifh near us, and were much talked of ; 

and many Perfons from other Places came to fee and hear, . 

and differing were PerfonsApprehenfions of it ; fome taking r 

it fora Work of the DIVINE Spirit ; others fufpending 

their Judgments: very few if any at this Time would fay - 

that they believed it to be a delufive Spirit. a 
From the firft Appearance of it among us I was perfwa- 

ced, that as to the Subffance of it, it was the Work of Gop, th 

though accompanied with fome unufual Circumftance’. S, 


1. Becaufe Bi 
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x. Becaufe the diftreffed Perfons expreffed the fame Ccn- 
vidtion of Sin and Senfe of the Wrath of Gop, that I ex- 
pected they would do if that Gop came to work favingly 
on them by the Hory Spirit. And as Convictions were 
wont when in alower Degree to produce Tears from the 
Eves and Sadnefs in the Countenance ; I was fatisfied that if 
Gop gave aclear Dilcovery of Sin and his Wrath, it would 
have this Effect to caufe Crying out, Fainting and Fits. 

2. Becaufe this Concern put Perfons on feeking after and 
inquiring what they fhould do to be faved; the fame Thing 
that genuine Convictions of the Spirit of Gop were wont 
to do. 

3. It ftirred them up to attend the Adcans of Converfion; 
as reading Gon’s Word, hearing it preached, and Prayer ; 
and other Reafons that might be offered, but I forbear; be- 
caufe my Defign is to give a brief Accotint of the Work, 
rather than now to confirm it to be a glorious Work of the 
Spirit of Gop. 

One Thing remarkable was ; that foon after this, there 
was a great Concern at a private Houfe, among about ten 
Perfons, where there had been no preaching, praying, or 
any thing of that Nature. And asI wasriding by, I was 
ealled into pray with and to counfel them ; and fome that 
came in to fee them were ftruck under Conviéibn, and the 
mo(t of thefe Perfons were foon after hopefully converted. 

Upon the religious Concern breaking out fo powerfully 
among us, weekly Lectures were fetup ; and fundry neigh- 
bouring Minifters came and preached to crowded Aifimblies : 
and Perfons feemed glad to have Opportunities to hear the 
Word preached: and Evening Leéfures, and ether religious 
Meetings, were frequent. Now Out-cries, Fainting and 
Fits. were oft in Meetings ; though the greater Part of 
them that I hope experienced a faving Change did not make 
any Out-cries; nor did they faint or have Fits under the 
divine Influences of the Hoty Spirit. 

The Work went on and at the latter End of Apri/, Aley, 
and ‘June, had Reafon to hope about farty Per/ons experi- 
enced a faving Change. 

Now Perfons Conver/ation at all Seafons, but efpecially on 
the Lord’s Day, was about Religion and the Concerns of the:+ 
Souls ; tho’ they did not neglect and throw by their worldly 
Bufinefs ; but generally the Labour went on as well as ever. 

© 2 Sons 
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Some from the Depth of their Concern were for a fhort 
Time taken off their Labour, tho’ not many Days. 

Now the greater Part of the People feemed ferioufly to 
mind and difcourfe about Gop, CHRistT, and heavenly 
Things. Now it was frequent to fee and hear young Ones 
converfing with Pieafure about the eternal Concerns of their 
Souls and ‘their Savicur ; who but a few Weeks before were 
ferving their youthful Lufts & Vanities. Great was the vi/ible 
Change that was among us. - Some that were Church Mem- 
bers before and hoped they were converted, were thrown off 
theirHopes, and ’iis hopeful have been led to build onJesus 
Curis‘ received by Faith. Some that it is hopeful were 
converted before, have been mich inlightened, inlivened and 
comforted. 

And as the Law-Work in the Heart in thefe Days hath 
been more deep & fharp than ufua) heretofore ; fo generally 
Perfons have fooner pafled through it ; and when they have 
received Comfort, their Joys have for the moft Part been 
higher than formerly Perfuns had. 1 have often obferved 
Perfons in Diftrefs, greatly afraid that they fhould take up 
with a falfe Hope, and fo be eternally undone. And I 
have fometimes cbferved when Perfons have hopefully had a 
difcovery of the Grace of Gop in CuristT, that they have 
faid, they faw fuch Glory, fuch Excellency and Beauty in 
Jesus CHrist, that they could not exprefsit ; and their 
Hearts have feemed to be raifed up in a Flame of Love to 
Jesus CHRIsT. 

The high Experience of many in this Day of Grace, hath 
caufed fundry that were looked on as good Chriftians to 
queftion their own Eftate ; and have thereby been put ona 
more careful Examination of themfelves. 

It hath been frequent for Perfons to be in great Difre/s 
for others, fo as to be overcome thereby. Many have had 
fuch Difcoveries of the Love of Gop and CurisT, as to 
be overcome, and to loofe their bodily Strength theahig's 
which I think was obferved to begin toward the Jatter End 
of ‘july 1741. After which, fometimes in publick, 
but more efpecially in private Meetings, this hath been 
frequent, not only in Perfons hopefully converted fince this 
remarkable religious Concern, but in thofe that are fuppofed 
to have been formerly converted. 

Though the Work hath been chiefly among younger Peo- 
ple, yet fome of all Ages have been hopefully wro’t upon. 

Sundry 
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Sundry Children feemed greatly moved,and fome hopefully 
converted,and continue to give hopefulSigns of a realChange. 

From the firf of April 1741, for fome Months feldom 
a Sermon was preached here but there was /ome vifible E ffec# 
of it either in Perfons Crying-out, under a Senfe of Sin and 
divine Wrath, or overcome with a Senfe of the Love of 
Gop and CurRistT. 

Perfons long overcome with a Senfe of the Love of Gop, 
fo as to have their bodily Strength taken away, has been a 
great ftumbling to fome. They could not fee through fuch 
great Joys they never had felt, and were ready to think it 
was notof Gop. 

And indeed to fay, there was not any fal/e ‘Foy, I can’t ; 
but [am perfwaded from theAccount that fundry have given 
me as the Spring of their Joy, that they have been wonder- 
fully filled with the Love of Gop, and have had Foy un- 
fpeakable and full of Glory. 

Since the remarkable Concern, there hath been admitted 
into the Communion of the Church here, viz. 


Englifh. 
April 26. 1741, 3 
May 3. Z 
May 24. 1 
July 5: 32 . 
Sept. 6. 20 
Nov. 1. il Indians admitted into the 
Jan. 3. 1741,2. 8 Church. 
March 7. 8 2 
May 12. I 
June 6. I 
June 20. 3 
July 18. 5 
Sept. 5. I 
Nov. 7. 
Jan. 16. 1742,3 4 
Mar. 13. 3 2 
Mar. 27. I 
May 8. 2 I. 
Jan. 1. 1743.4. 1 
Englifb 100. Indians 13. 


And 
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And all thefe, except two or three, give hopeful Signs of 
a faving Work of Gon’s SpiniT on their Hearts ; and thofe 
two or three ferioufly profeffed they believed it to be their 
Duty to come to the Lord’s Supper ; and inthis as well as 
other Ordinances to waiton Gop for faving Grace; and 
I did not think proper to deny them, though they did not 
give me a fatisfying Account of a faving Work wrought in 
them. 

About four or five of the abovemention’d that have been 
admitted into the Church here, lived in the Corner of a 
neighbouring Parifh, and much more convenient to attend 
the Worthip here than in their own Parifh. And _ there are 
fome that have given an hopeful Account of a faving Change 
that as yet are mot joined with any Church. 

So that befides the Indians, 1 think I may charitably hope 
about one Hundred Souls in this {mall Place have been favingly 
wrought upon in this extraordinary Outpouring of the DIVINE 
Spirit. A Mercy for which Gop be adored. 

Sometime about the Jatter End of Auguf? 1741, to the 
Beginning of Winter, the Work of Convidtion ceafed ina 
great Meafure ; and in December it much revived again, and 
fundry were hopefully converted and Saints edified. Indeed 
the Work has not been fo powerful at any Time as it was the 
firft three Months after it began fo remarkably April 1741. 

Among them that have been looked on as hopefully con- 
verted and joined with theChurch, five have gone over to the 
Bapti/?, and the moral Condué of two or three other renders 
their Converfion doubtful. 

I have all along taken Care to caution Perfons againft lay- 
ing Weight on Crying-out, Fainting, and Fits, as Signs or 
Marks of Converfion. Converfion may be and often is 
without them ; and People have been put in Mind, that 
Extafies of Foy, confider’d in themfelves, are not Evidences 
of a faving Change ; and have been taught that true Con- 
VERSION is an inward Work of the Spinrt of Gop, turns 
ing the Sinner from Darknefs to Light, from Satan to Gop,and 
from Sin to Halinefs : it brings the Heart to embrace Jesus 
Curist : and if thefe Things are not wrought in a Perfon, 
he is not converted, whatever Diftrefs or Joy he may have 
had. 

The great Imprefiion that divine Things feemed to have 
on Perfons Minds fo as to engrofs all theirs Converfation, 
ieems to be much abated, I 
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I don’t know that I have Reafon to think one Soul hath 
been converted in this Place for more than @ Year patt. 
‘Thofe that I have Reafon to fear are unconverted, feem to 
be ftupid and unaffected. And fome of them to have /o/ the 
Concern that they had when the remarkable Concern firit 
came among us. And the Saints are not fo often filled with 
divine Light and Joy as was common about two Years patt. 
So that the Work feems to be declining, tho’ Means are 
ufed to prevent it. 

Weekly Le&ures and religious Meetings are kept up in the 
Parith ; but People don’t flock to them as they did two 
Years and an half ago. 1 preach and get, fome of my Br¢- 
thren in the Miniffry to preach in fome Part of the Parifh 
once, twice, or fometimes thrice in a /Veek. 

The Intermiffion between the publick Exercifes on the 
Lord’s Days are generally filled up with Praying, Singing, 
and Reading. 

There hath been but little of Enthufiafm & Extravagancy 
among us. Ihave Reafon to blefs Gop, that he hath fo 
much preferved the People of my Charge from Extravagan- 
cies. I don’t know of any of my People that are difpofed 
to forfake the written ord of Gop to follow Impulfes and 
Impreffions. 

We have had no Seperations and Divifions, neither do 
this People approve of or encourage them that I know of ; 
tho’ they have been difpofed to think charitably of fome that 
in other Places have feperated. 

We have had very few that have openly oppofed or fpoke 
againft the Work that hath been among us, except it be 
Perfons of other Perfwafions. 


“~ Here it may not be amifs to give a fhortAccount of a young 


Man that belonged to thisParifh,and died here la/? Augu/?. He | 


was one that was hopefully converted in the Year 1741. He ap- 
peared for fomeTime after his Converfion very much engaged 
aboutReligion ; & then by Degrees feemed to grow more cold 
and indifferent: but nothing inconfiftent with Grace ap- 
peared inhim. Sometime in Augu/? laf he was taken fick : 
great was the Diftrefs of his Mind: He bitterly bewailed that 
he had fo much forfaken Gop. Before his Death the Lord 
was pleafed to lift up the Light of hisCountenance upon him ; 
great was the Joy of his Heart inthe Lorn. He fent for 
many of his Acquaintance ; and in a very moving Manner 


warned 





— 


—_——— 
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warned them not to depart from the Lorp as ‘he had dene. 
He defired his Parents and Relations not to mourn for him ; 
tor he was aflured he was going to poffefs a Crown of Glory 
that fades not away. For about twenty four Hours before 
he died,he feemed to be inanExta/y of foy, and fo remained 
till he could fpeak no longer ; and'when he was /peechie/s he . 
by Signs defir’d the Company to fing Praife’ to Gon 5 and when 
they feemed backward, he was the more earneft, and took 
Dr. Wattrs’s Hymns, and turned them to the third Hymn of 
the fecond Book of /piritual Songs, and by Signs urged them 
to fing, which they did ; and he endeavoured to join them 
as well as he could: and then with Eyes and Hands lift up, 
fell afleep. 
The faid Hy mw is as follows,---- 


\ ”>HY do we mourn departing Friends ? 
Or fhake at Death’s Alarms ? 
*Tis but the Voice that Fe/us fends. 
To call them to his Arms. 


Are we not tending upward too 
As faft as Time can move ? 

Nor would we wifh the Hours more’ flow 
To keep us from our Love. 


Why fhould we tremble to convey 
Their Bodies to the Tomb? 
There the dear Fleth of ‘Fe/us lay, 

And left a long Perfume. 


The Graves of all his Saints He bleft, 
And fottned every Bed: 

Where fhould the dying Members reft, 
But with the dying Head? 


Thence He arofe, afcending high, 
And fhew’d our Feet the Way : 
Up to the Lord our Fleth fhall fy, 
At the great Rifing Day. 
Then let the laft loud Trumpet found, 
And bid our Kindred rife ; 
Awake, ye Nations, under Ground, 
Ye Saints, afcend the Skies. 
% 


(The Remainder in our next. ) 





